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The most recent American Medical Association (AMA) meeting just concluded and was 1 
held June 10-15, 2016, in Chicago, Illinois. This was a productive meeting that dealt with 2 
many issues pertinent to the practice of medicine. The highlights of this meeting are 3 
outlined below: 4 
 5 

 The new AMA President, Andrew Gurman, MD, a hand surgeon from 6 
Pennsylvania, was inaugurated.  7 

 This meeting was overshadowed by two large issues: MACRA (Medicare Access 8 
and CHIP Reauthorization Act of 2015) and gun violence in the wake of the most 9 
recent shooting in Orlando that occurred during the meeting. We heard from the 10 
Acting Administrator of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, Andrew 11 
Slavitt. He discussed the comment period for the implementation of MACRA and 12 
problematic areas for physicians that need work. Visit www.breaktheredtape.org 13 
for information and tools on this topic. We also voted to ask for a lift on the ban 14 
for research regarding gun violence, hoping that this can be treated as a public 15 
health issue with calm, logical solutions that protect the public while preserving 16 
individual rights.   17 

 Other areas garnering a lot of attention at this meeting were maintenance of 18 
certification and licensure, electronic health record issues, physician burnout, and 19 
issues around opioids, including discussions around eliminating pain as the fifth 20 
vital sign.   21 

 The AMA has three main focus areas: 1) improving the practice of medicine, 2) 22 
transforming medical education, and 3) improving patient health with a focus on 23 
type 2 diabetes and heart disease. Please peruse the AMA website, www.ama-24 
assn.org, for a variety of tools around these issues. We believe you'll find that 25 
resource alone worth your AMA membership dues! 26 

 The AMA continues to support all forms of the practice of medicine 27 
(independent, employed, academic, etc.) and has a variety of caucuses and forums 28 
addressing issues pertinent to each.  29 

 The AMA is active in helping states fight broadening scope of practice issues 30 
through the Scope of Practice Partnership and foresees these to be continuing 31 
battles. 32 

 Leaders from all of the state and specialty societies were present to discuss and 33 
vote on these issues and many other leaders were present to offer testimony. 34 

 The AMA will continue to have an online forum prior to each meeting where any 35 
member can offer testimony. We will send out notification with more information 36 
about this prior to each meeting and encourage you to participate to have your 37 
voice heard and provide your unique perspective on the issues you are concerned 38 
about.   39 
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 Representing the Idaho Medical Association were: AMA Delegate Patrice 1 
Burgess, MD; AMA Alternate Delegate Vicki Wooll, MD; AMA Young 2 
Physician Representative Zach Warnock, MD; and IMA Chief Executive Officer 3 
Susie Pouliot. 4 
 5 

We invite you to take a look at what the AMA is working on and advocating for on our 6 
behalf and either maintain or reconsider your membership status. 7 
 8 
Please don’t hesitate to contact us with any questions or concerns. 9 
 10 
Respectfully submitted, 11 
 12 
A. Patrice Burgess, MD, AMA Delegate 13 
Vicki Wooll, MD, MPH, AMA Alternate Delegate 14 
 15 
July 2016 16 


